
Blue Ridge Middle School PTO Meeting 
March 5, 2019 

Call to Order: 9:34am 
 
Attendees: Michael Thompson, Jen Boner, Jennifer Heffron, Kristen Gorczyk, Anne 
Lyons, Brion Bell, Sunita Ruhnke, Amelia Hertzberg, Clarissa Staggs 
 
Quorum was met. 
 
Passing of February meeting minutes: 
Jen Boner made motion to pass minutes. 
Anne Lyons seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Principal’s Report: Brion Bell 

• FACS Cooking Challenge: The Real Food for Kids Challenge occurred in 
Franconia. Three schools from Loudoun competed including our school. 
Students could make a breakfast, lunch, or snack to be judged and the winner 
will have their meal featured at a Fairfax County school. We’re still waiting on 
the results. 

• Art Show and Robotics: Last Saturday was the Cluster Art Show at Loudoun 
Valley where we had many entries from BRMS kids. Additionally, our Robotics 
team was 13th out of 47 teams at the State competition.  

• SOL Writing: VA requires SOLs in Writing in 8th and 11th grades and they are 
occurring right now. All other SOLs will occur in May. 

• Debbie Mueller’s Tribute: This will take place this Saturday at Purcellville 
Baptist Church at 2pm. It is open to the public.  The 8th Grade chorus will be 
singing in her honor. 

• Rising 6th Grade Night: Will occur March 12 at 6:30pm, we encourage PTO 
participation.  

• Learning Walk: On March 14 we will host a learning walk, which highlights four 
areas of Personalized Learning. Parents are welcome to attend.  

• 8th Grade/Staff Basketball: Will take place on March 15 at Loudoun Valley. 
Tickets will be $2 per person with a $10 max per family.  

• Spring Pictures: Will take place March 19 and 20 during student’s PE classes.  
• School Population and Budget: We are graduating the largest 8th grade and 

taking on the smallest 6th grade in history. Overall school population will go from 
approximately 950 to 840 next year. Our staffing is contingent on school 
population – so we are losing a total of four staff and will only have three 
counselors.  

• Final Club Day: Clubs end March 27. We end them in March as teachers need the 
additional time in April to focus on the upcoming SOL testing.  

• Music Assessments: Band and orchestra assessments are this weekend and 
chorus will take place next weekend.  

• Battle of the Books: We are excited to defend our title this year. It happens 
March 18 at 4pm. 



• MAP testing: This is scheduled to occur later in March. All students will take 
these tests in math and reading and it measures progress against students 
across the country.  

• Souled Out: These assemblies will occur on March 15 at approximately 9:15, 
10:30, and 2:00pm for all grades (8th grade will see the first show, then 7th, and 
lastly 6th). This musical event will make connections with history objectives that 
students have been learning. Parents are invited to attend.  

• Ping Pong: The Blue Ridge ping pong team will compete at Harmony on March 
19. 

• Short Story Club: Will be at full capacity of 24 kids. All short stories will be 
illustrated. Starts Thursday March 7. 

• BRMS Showcase: The talent showcase will take place at school on April 5. All are 
welcome to attend to see our talented students.  

• 7th Grade Ida Lee Night: The final grade level social will take place April 6. More 
information will come home soon. 

 
Officer Reports: 

• President: Jennifer Heffron  
o Bingo Night: The evening was a huge success. We had more advanced 

registrations than we’ve ever had before. The SCA was a huge help and 
they deserve our recognition and thanks.  

o Staff Appreciation Lunch: A potato bar lunch will happen on Thursday 
March 7. Set up will be at 10am. Any questions let Maribeth Cronin know.   

o Vex Robotics: Students will be doing a showcase in the cafeteria 
tomorrow afternoon if you would like to see what they worked on.  

• Treasurer: Jen Boner 
o The bank statement and PTO financial records for February were not 

reviewed because statements have not been posted.  This review will be 
ready by the April meeting. 

o Accounting: Please see attached report. 
o Budget Document Adjustment: When looking at the musical budget 

bottom line it appears to be “inflated” due to the $5000 expense 
remaining for the rights to next year’s show. In order to better visualize 
the profit/loss of this year’s show I would like to move that expense out 
of this year’s musical budget. I would not like to change the amount of 
the line item either in the income or expense categories.  

I make a motion to move the Musical: Royalties 2019/20 line 
item from the Musical category to Expense Additions to Budget 
for 2018/19. 
Clarissa Staggs seconded 
Motion passed unanimously.  

• VP of Drama: Anne Lyons  
o Wizard of Oz Recap: A debrief meeting happened last week as well as 

putting out a parent survey. Sales were a bit low maybe due to weather 
or lack of promotion. We survived 11 cases of flu including the director. 
Will be moving to online only ticket sales in the future.  

• VP of Communications: Kristen Gorczyk 



o Nominating Committee: Working on a letter to send to feeder elementary 
schools to invite them to participate in the PTO next year.  

• Volunteers and Events Coordinator: Tami York (given by Jennifer Heffron) 
o 8th Grade Picnic – June 3: All plans are in place for the celebration at Ida 

Lee on June 3. Students will have the snack bar open to them there and 
will come back to school for lunch.  

• MSAAC Representative: Erin Bucci  
o No report. 

• SEAC Representative: Beth Gordon 
o No report. 

 
Current/New Business: 

o Teacher Appreciation Committee - Maribeth Cronin (report given by 
Jennifer Heffron): Staff Appreciation Week is coming up the week of 
May 6-10.   

o Special Presentation for April: Mr. Bell will consider if there is 
anything interesting to present.  

o Bylaws Committee - Jen Boner: We have five members on the 
committee. Bylaws will be sent out soon so they can make notes or 
changes and we will come together to make final recommendations. Our 
hope is to present at the May meeting and vote on them in June.  

o Furniture Update – Mr. Bell: We’ve met with all lead teachers in the 
school and we’ve distributed catalogs so they can start planning how to 
spend their grant money. 

o Future Planning for PL – Mr. Bell: There is an interest to get the PTO 
involved in parent walks for PL next year to showcase the good things 
we’re doing in the school and how chromebooks are being utilized by the 
children on a daily basis.  

 
Adjourn: 10:55am 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday April 9 at 6:30pm 


